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these tactics, though the suffering and humiliation caused were
unmeasured.

It was, indeed, this tactic more than any other single thing
which led to a Labour victory at the election of 1929. There
were 287 Labour members and 59 Liberals, who together
formed a majority against the Conservative and others3 296.
Ramsay MacDonald came back as Prime Minister, once again
dependent on Liberal votes.

CHAPTER XLV
THE SECOND LABOUR GOVERNMENT
IT is undeniable that the Labour Government which held
office from 1929 to 1931 suffered from very bad luck. The
second Labour Cabinet was formed under circumstances which
were generally believed to hold out the prospect of advancing
business prosperity in the world as a whole. The great
American boom was in full swing, and Europe, reconstructed
largely with the aid of American capital, seemed at last to be
well on the way to recovery from the effects of war. Un-
employment in Great Britain remained serious, and certain
industries and areas were badly depressed. But in general
profits were high, and there appeared to be every possibility of
carrying through large measures of social reform and of reduc-
ing unemployment by public works and schemes of economic
development and reorganization without causing any crisis
likely to lead to a collapse of the profit-making system.
The Labour Party and the Liberals who then followed Lloyd
George had both fought the General Election of 1929 largely
on the issue of unemployment, promising ambitious measures
of economic advance designed both to increase employment
and to promote productive efficiency. The Labour Govern-
ment therefore seemed assured of Liberal backing for this part
of its programme, and also for a good many of its projects of
social reform. Like its predecessor of 1924, it was of course
dependent on the Liberals for its majority in the House of